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01
Introduction
Historical overview & Background to the reform



The basis of the international transfer market was 
designed in 2001, more than 20 years ago

The system in place is based on an agreement (EU-FIFA-
UEFA) following the Bosman ruling (Dec 1995) of the 
European Court of Justice 

At that time, the main goals were the following:

• Encourage the training of young players through solidarity schemes; 

• Protect contractual stability between players and clubs; 

• To protect young players (minors). 





At around 40% 
increase since 2011

183 out of 211 FIFA’s 
MA & 3,989 clubs in 

2019

The football landscape has significantly evolved since 2001

Number of International Transfers

2019 2020

18,047

17,077

Since 2010 - TMS first records

2021

18,040

2022

10,000



Spending on transfer fees year (USD billion)

7.35

5.63

2019 2020

+ USD 40
billion

Since 2010 - TMS 
first records

2021

4.86

2022

5.00

The football landscape has significantly evolved since 2001
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Worrying trends of today’s transfer market:

• Original objectives are not totally being achieved

• Market driven by speculation and not solidarity

• Club trained players get low training rewards

• Greater contractual instability

• Agents (risk of conflicts of interest + other factors)

• Concerns in relation to competitive balance
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The roadmap of the FIFA 

Transfer Reform



FIFA 2.0 - The vision for the future, set clear 
objective of:

“Seriously revisiting the transfer system with all 
stakeholders” 

Stakeholder engagement becomes main pillar 
of FIFA’s broad reforms and a cornerstone of the 
transfer system reform process

Football Stakeholders Committee (FSC) 
identified, in its first meeting in March 2017, a 
reform of the transfer system as a priority. 



Task force transfer system

Non-ECA clubs

National 
Associations

Confederations

Solutions to be agreed by football stakeholders



Decision-making process

TASK FORCE
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FIFA 
COUNCIL



Decision-making process

IMPOSITION COLLABORATION CBA?

1991 1997 2001 2005 2017 2018-

IMPOSITION COLLABORATION CBA?



• Clearing house
• Electronic 

registration & 
electronic transfer 
system at national 
level

Roadmap of the Transfer Reform 

Kick-off

February 2017

I II III‘S’

• Agents   
• Loans   
• Training rewards        

(general principles) 

• Football coaches    
• Female players   
• + Covid 19 
• + Annex 7 RSTP 

• Abuse of players
• Overdue payables

‘U’

Urgent matters  

June 2018

I reform Package  

October 2018

II reform Package  

October 2019

‘Special’ package  

2020-2022

III reform Package  

2022-2023

• Minors
• Transfer windows
• Financial regulations        



Abuse of Players 1

Overdue Payables2

Urgent Matters



Clearing House 1

Electronic Registration2

First Package 



Agents1

Loans2

Training Rewards3

Second Package



Football Coaches 1

Female Players2

Special Packages 

Covid -193

Annex 7 RSTP- War in Ukraine4



Minors1

Transfer Windows2

Financial Regulations

Third Package – Ongoing!

(To be approved on 22 October 2022)

(2023!)

(2023!)
3
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Some Concrete Measures



FIFA Clearing House



FIFA Clearing House

Expected vs Actual



Agents



2021

USD
500.8M

Spending on agent service fees

USD 57M Payments to training clubs

Agents’ commissions 

vs 
Training rewards

Agents



Re-introduction of 
mandatory licensing system

Further education and CPD 
requirement

Caps on commissionsAvoiding conflict of interest

Effective dispute resolution 
system

All commissions to be paid 
via the clearing house

Agents



Loans



Loans

OVER 21

NON CLUB-TRAINED 
PLAYERS UNDER 21

& as of 2022/23

UNDER 21 Restrictions not to apply to players aged 21 or younger who are club-trained

LOANS BETWEEN THE SAME CLUBS * MAX. LOANS IN 3 MAX. LOANS OUT 3

MAX. LOANS IN 8 MAX. LOANS OUT 8

as of 2023/24 MAX. LOANS IN 7 MAX. LOANS OUT 7

as of 2024/25 MAX. LOANS IN 6 MAX. LOANS OUT 6

* irrespective of age / club-trained

DOMESTIC LOANS
Period of three years for MAs to implement rules on a loan system,
which are in line with the principles established by FIFA

INTERNATIONAL LOANS



Female Players

Registration

Maternity Leave

Special Protection from Dismissal 



Coaches

Specific legal framework

Contractual Stability

Overdue Payables 



Minors



Minors

Humanitarian Exception

- Art. 19.2.d) FIFA RSTP -

Private Academies

- Art. 19bis FIFA RSTP -

Trials
-First Ever Legal Detailed Framework-

(To be approved on 22 October 2022)



The Report

COMING SOON



CAS & Football

• Current contract CAS-FIFA expires on 31 Dec 2022

• Integration of new football stakeholders within the ICAS

• Extended number of arbitrators within the football list 

(2023-2026)

• New annual FIFA-CAS legal fund

• Procedural amendments to the CAS Code



END

MUCHAS GRACIAS!
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